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16 CFR Ch. I (1–1–99 Edition)§ 500.11

§ 500.11 Measurement of commodity
length, how expressed.

Declaration of net quantity in terms
of yards, feet, and inches shall be ex-
pressed as follows:

(a) If less than 1 foot, in terms of
inches and fractions thereof.

(b) If 1 foot or more, in terms of the
largest whole unit (a yard or foot) with
any remainder in terms of inches or
common or decimal fractions of the
foot or yard, except that it shall be op-
tional to express the length in the pre-
ceding manner followed by a statement
of the length in terms of inches.

§ 500.12 Measurement of commodities
by length and width, how ex-
pressed.

For bidimensional commodities (in-
cluding roll-type commodities) meas-
ured in terms of commodity length and
width, the declaration of net quantity
of contents shall be expressed in the
following manner:

(a) The declaration of net quantity
for bidimensional commodities having
a width of more than 4 inches (10.1 cm)
shall:

(1) When the commodity has an area
of less than 1 square foot (929 cm2) be
expressed in terms of length and width
in linear measure. The customary inch/
pound statement is to be expressed in
inches and fractions thereof.

(2) When the commodity has an area
of 1 square foot (929 cm2) or more, but
less than 4 square feet (37.1 dm2), be ex-
pressed in terms of area, followed by
the length and width. The customary
inch/pound statement of area is to be
expressed in square inches with length
and width expressed in the largest
whole unit (yard or foot) with any re-
mainder in inches or common or deci-
mal fractions of the yard or foot except
that a dimension of less than 2 feet
(60.9 cm) may be stated in inches. Com-
modities consisting of usable individ-
ual units (e.g., paper napkins) while re-
quiring a declaration of unit area need
not declare the total area of all such
individual units.

(3) When the commodity has an area
of 4 square feet (37.1 dm2) or more, be
expressed in terms of area, followed by
the length and width. The customary
inch/pound statement of area is to be
expressed in square feet with the

length and width expressed in the larg-
est whole units (yards or feet) with any
remainder in terms of inches or com-
mon or decimal fractions of the foot or
yard except that a dimension of less
than 2 feet (60.96 cm) may be stated in
inches.

(4) For any commodity for which the
quantity of contents is required by
paragraph (a) (2) or (3) of this section
to include a declaration of the linear
dimensions, the quantity of contents,
in addition to being declared in the
manner prescribed by the appropriate
provisions of this regulation, may also
include, after the customary inch/
pound statement of the linear dimen-
sions of the largest unit of measure-
ment, a parenthetical declaration of
the linear dimensions of said commod-
ity in terms of inches.

(Example: ‘‘25 sq. ft. (12 in. × 8.33 yd.) (12 in.
× 300 in.) 42.32 m2 (30.4 cm × 7.62 m)’’.)

(b) For bidimensional commodities
having a width of 4 inches (10.16 cm) or
less, the declaration of net quantity
shall be expressed in terms of width
and length in linear measure. The cus-
tomary inch/pound statement of width
shall be expressed in terms of linear
inches and fractions thereof, and
length shall be expressed in the largest
whole unit (yard or foot) with any re-
mainder in terms of the common or
decimal fractions of the yard or foot,
except that it shall be optional to ex-
press the length in the largest whole
unit followed by a statement of length
in inches or to express the length in
inches followed by a statement of
length in the largest whole unit.

(Example: ‘‘2 inches × 10 yards (5.08 cm × 9.14
m)’’, ‘‘2 inches × 10 yards (360 inches) 5.08 cm
× 9.14 m’’, or ‘‘2 inches × 360 inches (10 yards)
5.08 cm × 9.14 m’’.)

§ 500.13 Measurement of commodities
by area measure only, how ex-
pressed.

For commodities measured in terms
of area measure only declaration of net
quantity in terms of square yards,
square feet, and square inches shall be
expressed in the following manner:

(a) If less than 1 square foot (929 cm2),
in terms of square inches and fractions
thereof.
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